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Hello, owl explorers!
Four free pages to try at home or in class

In this sample

Barn owl jaw ID key (from the Owl Pellet

Lab Pack)

p.3

Colouring page (from the Owl Activity &

Colouring Pack)

p.4

Barn owl spotter card (from UK Owls ID &

Spotter Cards)

p.5

Credits & licence p.6

Get the full collection p.7

Printing tips
Print at 100% / actual size.

Inside pages are light and ink-friendly; black-and-

white printing works fine.

Print the spotter card on thin card if you have it.

Five-minute owl facts to start
Barn owls swallow prey whole but can’t digest fur and bone, so they cough the leftovers up through the beak

as a pellet.

The barn owl’s heart-shaped facial disc collects sound and directs it toward the ears.

Barn owls don’t hoot. They shriek, hiss and snore, and they rarely call.

Owls can turn their heads as much as 270°. They cannot turn them all the way round.

All facts in the REALLYBYTE owl printables are checked against

the Barn Owl Trust, BTO, RSPB and other sources listed on the
credits page.
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F R O M  T H E  O W L  P E L L E T  L A B  P A C K

Shrew, vole or mouse?
A mini jaw key for owl pellet detectives

The simplest way to identify prey is to find the lower jawbones and pair up the left and right jaws; that also tells
you how many animals were eaten. Use a magnifier and compare each jaw with the drawings below.

Shrew
Shrews have sharp, spike-like teeth, whereas rodents have gnawing
front incisors.

Shrew jaws are easy to spot: common shrews have red-tipped
teeth.

A shrew looks like a long-nosed mouse, but it is not a rodent.

Vole
Vole molars are high-crowned with angular cusps, so they look like a
zigzag.

Rodents have a gap (diastema) between their incisors and their

cheek teeth.

Field voles are the barn owl’s most common prey in Britain (about

45%).

Mouse
Mice have low-crowned molars with rounded cusps, like little hills.

Like voles, mice are rodents, with one pair of ever-growing incisors

in each jaw.

Wood mice make up about 15% of UK barn owl prey.

Try it: no pellet? Test yourself: which jaw has red-tipped teeth?    (Answer: the shrew)
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Barn owl on a fence post
Colour the moonlit farmland scene

D I D  Y O U  K N O W ?
The barn owl’s heart-shaped face works like a dish: it collects sound and directs it toward the
ears.
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F R O M  U K  O W L S  I D  &  S P O T T E R  C A R D S

Barn owl spotter card
Cut around the outside, fold along the middle line and glue the halves together

Barn owl
Tyto alba 1/1

UK RESIDENT

Barn owl

Height about 330 mm

Wingspan about 900 mm

Eyes Dark

UK status Green-listed

White underneath, golden-buff above, with a white
heart-shaped face and dark eyes.

Lives in open farmland, not woodland.

In Britain it also hunts by day, although it is nocturnal
over most of its range.

Hunts by flying low and slowly back and forth, often
hovering before the pounce.

Call: Doesn’t hoot. Shrieks, hisses and snores, and rarely
calls.

Seen it! Date ________ Place ____________

✂ Cut on the outer dashed line · fold on the middle line The full set has seven owls, a quick-ID card, calls guide, checklist and quiz.
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Credits, licence & help
The small print, kept short

Y O U R  L I C E N C E

Thank you for buying from REALLYBYTE. You may print as many copies as you need for your own family or your own class/group, and
share the file with your own students through a password-protected platform (for example Google Classroom). Please don’t resell, re-
upload, post publicly or share the file with other teachers or families; colleagues can buy their own copy. One purchase = one
household or one teacher. All rights not granted here are reserved.

I M A G E S

IMAGE ARTIST LICENCE SOURCE

Strix Flammea.jpg John Gould, 1873 Public domain commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Strix_Flammea.j
pg

Useless the rubber (ReallyByte mascot) REALLYBYTE © REALLYBYTE, own
artwork

reallybyte.com/assets/rubber-help.webp

All other drawings, diagrams, puzzles and
layouts

REALLYBYTE, 2026 © REALLYBYTE, original
artwork made for this
pack

Gould and Audubon plates are 19th-century artworks in the public domain; the Audubon scan was released as CC0 by the National Gallery of Art,
Washington. Fonts: Fraunces, Figtree and Patrick Hand (SIL Open Font Licence). Diagrams are stylised and not to scale.

W H E R E  T H E  F A C T S  C O M E  F R O M

Every fact in this pack was checked against these sources in October 2026 (full list in the owls.animals.im fact-check log). Where sources
disagree, we say so.

Barn Owl Trust: /barn-owl-facts/barn-owl-
pellet-analysis
Barn Owl Trust: /barn-owl-facts/barn-owl-
adaptations
Barn Owl Trust: /barn-owl-facts/uk-owl-
species
Wikipedia: Owl
Wikipedia: Shrew
Wikipedia: Common shrew

Wikipedia: Vole
Wikipedia: Rodent
Barn Owl Trust: /barn-owl-facts/barn-owl-
hunting-feeding
Wikipedia: Western barn owl
BTO BirdFacts: barn-owl
Wikipedia: Tawny owl
Barn Owl Trust: /barn-owl-facts/uk-owl-
species/tawny-owl-facts

Barn Owl Trust: /picking-up-a-live-owl/find-
young-tawny-owl
RSPB: tawny-owl
Wikipedia: Little owl
Barn Owl Trust: /barn-owl-facts/uk-owl-
species/little-owl-facts
RSPB: little-owl
Wikipedia: Long-eared owl
BTO BirdFacts: long-eared-owl

RSPB: long-eared-owl
Wikipedia: Short-eared owl
BTO BirdFacts: short-eared-owl
RSPB: short-eared-owl
Wikipedia: Snowy owl
BTO BirdFacts: snowy-owl
Wikipedia: Eurasian eagle-owl
Wikipedia: Eurasian eagle owl

N E E D  H E L P ?

Useless can’t help (he’s a rubber), but we can. Problems with your file, or spotted a

mistake? Email info@reallybyte.com.

Free owl facts, games and the pellet lab game live at owls.animals.im.
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N E X T  S T E P

Enjoyed these? Get the full owl collection
Six printable packs for families, home-educators and teachers

PACK PAGES BEST FOR

Owl Pellet Lab Pack ↗

Dissect, identify and tally what a barn owl ate: bone chart, jaw key, diet calculator and

answer key.

14 pages Ages 8–14 · KS2/KS3 ·
home-ed

Owl Life Cycle & Anatomy Worksheets ↗

Barn owl life cycle, cut-and-stick, labelling, adaptations, reading comprehension and quiz,

with keys.

13 pages Ages 7–11

UK Owls ID & Spotter Cards ↗

Seven double-sided owl cards with Gould’s paintings, calls guide, size line-up, checklist

and quiz.

12 pages Ages 6+

Owl Activity & Colouring Pack ↗

Five colouring scenes plus word search, maze, dot-to-dot, spot the difference, quiz and

design-an-owl.

16 pages Ages 4–9

Owl Facts Poster Set ↗

Seven fact-checked posters: silent flight, UK owls, pellets, myths, calls, a barn owl’s year,

world owls.

9 pages Ages 7+

Nest-box & Owl-Watching Journal ↗
Night walk and call logs, tick list, nest-box rules and watch log, pellet finds, seasons and

sketches.

14 pages Ages 8+ & families

Save with the Complete Bundle
All six packs in A4 and US Letter, with a bundle guide and lesson-order suggestions.

G E T  T H E  B U N D L E  H E R E

store.reallybyte.com/b/CFasN
The Complete Owl Printables Bundle · or tap any pack name above to see it on its own

Free owl facts, games and the pellet lab game: owls.animals.im

Questions: info@reallybyte.com

https://store.reallybyte.com/b/v0I78
https://store.reallybyte.com/b/btT3r
https://store.reallybyte.com/b/4Jsla
https://store.reallybyte.com/b/RcSaw
https://store.reallybyte.com/b/o4g8t
https://store.reallybyte.com/b/oydlE
https://store.reallybyte.com/b/CFasN

